Prof. Elizabeth Maddock Dillon

English G213: Three Revolutions in the Atlantic World

Office: 445 Holmes Hall

Office hours: Tues. 1:30-3:30 and by appointment

This course considers the literature, culture, and politics of three major revolutions in the Atlantic world at the close of the eighteenth century: the American revolution, the French revolution, and the Haitian revolution. The so-called “Age of Revolutions” has long been described as the era in which the American and French revolutions took center stage as major historical events in world history, enacting the premises of Enlightenment thought in profound political upheaval and change; more recently, critics have argued for the importance of viewing the first successful revolt against race slavery—the Haitian Revolution—as a similarly world-changing event. The class will consider both the three specific revolutions and key political and literary texts that emerge from them, as well as the broader concept of the Atlantic world and the notions of freedom, liberalism, capitalism, and racialization that were important components of this world. In particular, we will consider the way in which each revolution had reverberations across the Atlantic as citizens and would-be citizens of other countries attended to the scene of revolution elsewhere and considered its implications at home. We will also play close attention to the relation between developing literary genres—including sentimentalism, confessions, the gothic novel, and melodrama—and the politics of revolution. 

Course requirements include attendance and participation (10%); one in class presentation on a text we are reading (15%); two archival contributions that provide context for the week’s reading (15%); and a final paper of 15-20 pages (60%).  
Required books:

Herman Melville, Benito Cereno, Bedford/St. Martin's 
Hannah Arendt, On Revolution, Penguin 
Thomas Paine, Common Sense, Broadview 
William Hill Brown and Hannah Webster Foster, The Power of Sympathy and The Coquette, Penguin 
Jean-Jacques Rousseau, Rousseau's Political Writings: Discourse on Inequality, Discourse on Political Economy on Social Contract, W. W. Norton & Company 
Charles Brockden Brown, Ormond, Broadview 
Mary Wollstonecraft, A Vindication of the Rights of Men / A Vindication of the Rights of Woman / An Historical and Moral View of the French Revolution, Oxford UP

William Godwin, Caleb Williams, Penguin 
Edmund Burke, Reflections on the Revolution in France, Oxford University Press
Pierre de Beaumarchais, The Figaro Trilogy: The Barber of Seville, The Marriage of Figaro, The Guilty Mother, Oxford UP

Leonora Sansay, Secret History or, The Horrors of St. Domingo and Laura, Broadview 

John D. Garrigus, Laurent Dubois, Slave Revolution in the Caribbean, 1789-1804 : A Brief History With Documents, Bedford  

C.L.R. James, The Black Jacobins: Toussaint L'Ouverture and the San Domingo Revolution, Vintage; 2nd edition 

Schedule of Readings

Jan. 6: Introduction: 

Excerpts from Tocqueville: What is the relation of Literature and Revolution?

Jan. 13: Herman Melville, Benito Cereno (1855)

Optional: 



Sybille Fischer, Modernity Disavowed (excerpt on Blackboard)
Eric Sundquist, To Wake the Nations (excerpt on Blackboard) 

Jan. 20: Thomas Paine: Common Sense (1776)

Jurgen Habermas, The Structural Transformation of the Public Sphere (excerpt, Blackboard) 
Hannah Arendt: On Revolution

Michel-Rolph Trouillot: ​Silencing the Past (Blackboard)

Jan. 27: Jean-Jacques Rousseau: Discourse on the Origins of Inequality (1755); The Social Contract (1762)

Jean-Jacques Rousseau: Confessions (1782) (excerpts on Blackboard)
Michel Foucault, “Governmentality” (Blackboard)
Feb. 3: Stephen Burroughs, Memoirs of Stephen Burroughs (1798) (Blackboard)

Feb. 10: Federalist Papers (1788) (excerpts on Blackboard)
Hannah Webster Foster, The Coquette (1797)

Optional:



Joseph Addison, Cato (1712) (Blackboard)

Sarah Knott, Sensibility and the American Revolution (excerpts on Blackboard)

Feb. 17: French National Assembly, Declaration of the Rights of Man and Citizen (1789) 
Olympe de Gouges, Declaration of the Rights of Woman and Citizen (1789), Preface to The Slavery of Blacks

Pierre de Beaumarchais, The Barber of Seville (1775), Marriage of Figaro (1784)

Feb. 24: Edmund Burke, Reflections on the Revolution in France (1790)
Mary Wollstonecraft, A Vindication of the Rights of Women (1792)
Mar. 3: Spring Break

Mar. 10: William Godwin, Caleb Williams (1794), and Political Justice (1793) (excerpts on Blackboard)

Mar. 17: Guilbert de Pixerecourt, Coelina (1800) (Blackboard)

Optional:



Peter Brooks: The Melodramatic Imagination (excerpts on Blackboard)  
Mar. 24: John D. Garrigus, Laurent Dubois, Slave Revolution in the Caribbean, 1789-1804 : A Brief History With Documents 
Mar. 31: C.L.R. James, The Black Jacobins
Apr. 7: Charles Brockden Brown, Ormond (1799)

Optional:

Alien and Sedition laws (1798) (Blackboard) 

Illuminati conspiracy documents (Blackboard)

Apr. 14:  Leonora Sansay, The Secret History or, The Horrors of St. Domingo (1808)

